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E. O. NA 

TAGS: UK MNUC MMOL MPOL 
SUBJECT: POLARIS MISSILE REPLACEMENT 

SUMMARY: IN COMMONS ON 21 MARCH, MULLEY WAS PRESSED 
BY BOTH LABOR LEFT-WING BACKBENCHERS AND SIR IAN 
GILMOUR (OPPOSITION SPOKESMAN ON DEFENSE) TO STATE THE 
GOVERNMENT'S INTENTIONS ABOUT ANY NEW GENERATION OF 
UK NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND MISSILES. IN A FAIRLY LENGTHY 
EXCHANGE, MULLEY WAS DRIVEN TO ASSERTING THAT THE 
LABOR GOVERNMENT STANDS BY ITS COMMITMENT IN THE 
ELECTION MANIFESTO "NOT TO PROCEED WITH A NEW 
GENERATION OF NUCLEAR STRATEGIC MISSILES." END SUMMARY. 

TO REFLECT THE NUANCES IN THE GIVE AND TAKE ON THIS 
MATTER, WE QUOTE IN FULL THE REPORT OF THE EXCHANOE 
AS PUBLISHED IN THE TIMES OF 22 MARCH. 

BEGIN TEXT: THE GOVERNMENT HAD NO PLANS FOR ANY NEW 
GENERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS, MR. FREDERICK MULLEY, 

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE, SAID. 

HE INFORMED MR. NORMAN ATKINSON (HARINGEY, TOTTENHA 
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LAB) THAT HE EXPECTED TO MEET DR. LUNS, SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF NATO, AT THE BIANNUAL MEETING OF THE NUCLEAR 
PLANNING GROUP NEXT MONTH WHICH WOULD REVIEW GENERAL 
NUCLEAR ISSUES. 

MR. ATKINSON - IN ITS OCTOBER 1974 MANIFESTO THE 
LABOUR PARTY CLEARLY DECLARED THAT IT IS NOT OUR 
INTENTION TO INTRODUCE ANY NEW GENERATION OF NUCLEAR 
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WEAPONS EITHER IN THE WARHEADS OR METHODS OF DELIVERY. 
WILL THE MINISTER NOW STAND BY THAT DECLARATION THAT 
WE MADE AT THE ELECTION? 

MR. MULLEY - WE HAVE NO PLANS FOR ANY NEW GENERATION 
OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

SIR IAN GILMOUR, CHIEF OPPOSITION SPOKESMAN ON 
DEFENCE (CHESHAM AND AMERSHAM, C) - WHEN THE MINISTER 
SAYS HE HAS NO PLANS FOR ANY NEW GENERATION OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS. DOES THIS MEAN NATURAL INDECISIVENESS OR 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAVE DECIDED NOT TO GO AHEAD WITH 
ANY FUTURE GENERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS? 

MR. MULLEY - IT MEANS THAT SINCE OUR EXISTING STRATEGIC 
NUCLEAR FORCE HAS MANY YEARS OF EFFECTIVE LIFE LEFT TO 
IT THERE IS NO OCCASION FOR A DECISION TO BE TAKEN 
AS TO WHAT MIGHT HAPPEN THEREAFTER. 

SIR IAN GILMOUR - THAT IS AN EVASIVE ANSWER. IT IS 
AGREED THAT IF WE ARE TO HAVE A NEW GENERATION OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS A DECISION HAS TO BE MADE WELL BEFORE 
1980. 

MR. MULLEY - 1 DO NOT KNOW WHAT HE MEANS BY SAYING 
THAT IT IS GENERALLY AGREED THAT WE HAVE TO TAKE A 
DECISION BEFORE 1980. A PAMPHLET WAS WRITTEN EXPRESS- 
ING THAT VIEW. MANY THINGS CAN HAPPEN IN THE NEXT 
DECADE ALL OF WHICH COULD HAVE A RELEVANCE TO OUR 
FUTURE ROLE IN THESE MATTERS. 

IN LATER EXCHANGES, MR. MULLEY TOLD MR. FRANK 
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ALLAUM (SALFORD, EAST, LAB) - STUDIES AND COMPONENT 
DEVELOPMENTS ARE UNDER WAY IN INDUSTRY ON A NUMBER 
OF MISSILE PROIECTS AS DETAILED IN THE STATEMENT ON 
THE "DEFENCE ESTIMATES." 

THEY ARE TO MEET OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS AND ARE 
QUITE DISTINCT FROM OUR LIMITED STUDIES INTO CRUISE 
MISSILES WHICH ARE TO ENABLE US TO PARTICIPATE IN NATO 
DISCUSSIONS ON THE DEFENCE POTENTIAL AND ARMS CONTROL 
IMPLICATIONS OF THESE SYSTEMS. 

WE HAVE NO PLANS TO DEVELOP A CRUISE MISSILE OR A 
SUCCESSOR TO POLARIS. 

MR. ALLAIIN - WILL HE GIVE A FIRM UNDERTAKING THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT WILL KEEP ITS PLEDGE AND NOT EMBARK ON A NEW 
GENERATION OF THESE STRATEGIC WEAPONS? ALSO, DESPITE 
THE FACT THAT STERLING 120,000 HAS ALREADY BEEN SPENT ON 
PRELIMINARY PROJECTS, IS IT TRUE THERE HAS BEEN NO 
MENTION OF THIS IN FULL CABINET? 

MR. MULLEY - ONE CAN BUY VERY LITTLE DEFENCE TECHNOLOGY 
FOR STERLING 120,000. IN FACT, THAT IS THE SUM OF CRUISE 
MISSILE STUDIES THAT WE INTEND TO SPEND IN THE NEXT 
FINANCIAL YEAR. OBVIOUSLY SOME OF THE COMPONENTS AND 
THE WORK DONE ON ANTI-SHIP AND OTHER GUIDED WEAPONS 
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WOULD HAVE A BEARING ON THE STUDIES. 

HE IS CONFUSING COMPONENT STUDIES FOR THEM WITH THE 
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LONGER RANGE CRUISE MISSILE WHICH IS WHAT PEOPLE 
NORMALLY ASSOCIATE WITH THE TERM CRUISE MISSILES. WHAT 
DISTURBS ME MOST IS THAT MR. ALLAUN PREFERS ANY 
SNIPPET OF INFORMATION IN ANY IOURNAL TO WHAT I HAVE 
TOLD HIM. 

MR. HUGH FRASER (STAFFORD AND STONE, C) - WOULD HE BE 
MORE EXPLICIT WHEN HE SAYS THERE ARE NO PLANS FOR 
STUDYING A SUCCESSOR TO THE POLARIS INDEPENDENT BRITISH 
MISSILE? 

MR. MULLEY - IN OUR VIEW THE EXISTING POLARIS FLEET 
WILL BE EFFECTIVE FOR MANY YEARS, SO THERE IS NO NEED 
TO TAKE A DECISION ON WHETHER OR HOW ANY OTHER ARRANGE- 
MENTS MAY HAVE TO BE MADE. 

MR. NORMAL ATKINSON (HARINGEY. TOTTENHAM. LAB) - WILL 
HE MAKE A FIRM AND CLEAR DECLARATION THAT NEITHER HE 
NOR A LABOUR GOVERNMENT INTEND TO INTRODUCE ANY NEW 
GENERATION OF NUCLEAR WARHEADS OR NEW DELIVERY SYSTEMS 
NOW OR AT ANY TIME IN THE FUTURE, WHETHER CONDITIONS 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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CHANGE OR NOT? 

MR. MULLEY - 1 HAVE MADE CLEAR MANY TIMES THAT WE 
STAND BY OUR COMMITMENT IN THE ELECTION MANIFESTO 
NOT TO PROCEED WITH A NEW GENERATION OF NUCLEAR 
STRATEGIC MISSILES. 

SIR IAN GILMOUR, CHIEF OPPOSITION SPOKESMAN ON DEFENCE 
(CHESHAM AND AMERSHAM, C) - AS EVEN A LABOUR GOVERNMENT 
IS THEORETICALLY SUPPOSED TO BE INTERESTED IN OUR 
DEFENCES, WHY HAS HE NO PLANS TO INTRODUCE A SUCCESSOR 
TO POLARIS AND A CRUISE MISSILE? 

MR. MULLEY - THE CRUISE MISSILE CAN BE USED IN A 
VARIETY OF WAYS AND WE HAVE NO PLANS TO ACQUIRE OR 
MANUFACTURE IT BECAUSE THERE ARE STILL GREAT DOUBTS 
ABOUT ITS CAPABILITIES. AFTER ALL, THE UNITED STATES 
HAVE WORKED ON THIS FOR MANY YEARS AND STILL HAVE IT 
ONLY UNDER DEVELOPMENT. 
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